21 May 2017

To the Editor:

While the Lancet is to be commended for publishing the July 2014 letter on the Gaza assault, your series Health in Israel
 omits important aspects and viewpoints. While you note "substantial disparities in health exist over various axes dividing Israeli society (eg Arab–Jewish...)", you do not discuss the socioeconomic inequalities between Israeli Jewish and Palestinian Arab populations in education, income, and housing, nor racial separation and inequality under the law
, all of which factors can be expected to affect health status. You state that "the health-care system in Israel recognises no ethnic or religious boundaries," while failing to mention any of the evidence of discrimination against disempowered communities in Israel as presented by Physicians for Human Rights - Israel
. 
You refer to "loyalty to the patient" as a "core value of medicine
." Yet the Israeli Medical Association's ethical code grants the physician the option to subsume the patient's interests to those of the State: "The physician shall be entitled to aid security authorities, at their request, even if this may harm the rights of the patient, only in cases in which there is a high probability that if he does not do so harm will be caused to society by the said patient
."
You reject the boycott-divestment-sanctions (BDS) tactic as a nonviolent means of pressuring Israel's government. "Boycotting Israeli academics and professionals is not, and never can be, productive..." But the academic boycott does not target individuals
, but rather Israeli academic institutions that actively support repressive policies toward the Palestinians
.
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