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HUGE REFUGEE PROBLEM
IS REVEALED AT EVIAN

~
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Safety of Million Persons at LOWést
Estimate Weighed by Conference,
1t IF OXESSER: Aus-

thEVIAtN France, Ju - ctftet-Stutes also insists that
e extent of the pr oblem 5 ‘Hﬁs committee shall be mdependen’c
the Intergovernmental Comm %?e'the League, though comple-
as - .thke dre;ugt;z c.?jnfeatre;{ce Efitary’’ to and cooperating with
convoke y +Fresiden Oosé%neva s existing refugee organiza.—
modestly styles itself? What are E B

e
; tions.
proposals for meeting it and h, li
are the possibilities of their achevq‘e e British prefer to tackle the-

ment? There is no quick and 1oblem throughtheexisting League

answer to any of these fundam n’%g&tharmsm and along the harrower
questions. f lines proposed in May by the League

The only estimate of the exte g%‘fnc‘l The Council would consol-
the problem that any of the ate on']y the existing organiza-
gates has ventured to make pyiifits—the autonomous Nansen Of-
1y in the meeting is that with wi{i§s and the League’s High Com-
Myron C. Taylor of the TUhiedssion for Refugees coming from

States, permanent president of @GBemany—in one high commission
conference, opened it. i directly under the Council.

“‘Some millions of people as|thldlis commission would be limited,.
meeting convenes are actualliyh@wever, to those refugees to which
potentially without a country. | illese existing organizations are al-
number is increasing daily. ’J’ ready strictly confined, though it

When the writer asked a jhigleld do in this field the same
European authority on the refugeek as the committee proposed by
problem its extent, he. held it| was United States would do as Te-
impossible to answer, saying: %dards passports, emigration, sett,le—

“Hvery Jew east, north and soadnt and so forth.
of Switzerland must be rated,nm ideal from the British and
as a potential refugee. They
ber 5,000,000 to 6,000,000, excl
Russia. )

‘““Then there are the wartim
ugees still on the hands of the 'lishing a separate body.
sen Office, whom it estimates . .

500,000. Then there are at éiiﬁ:t of the Situation

20,000 anti-Fascist Italians anfi #Hhat the September assembly
the Spaniards, with the numbe¢fi@as| about the Council’s proposals
the latter likely to be heavil ds on the result at Evian.
creased at any time.”’ The [situation boils down to this:
A Problem for the Future world’s refugeé mechanism

It is evident that the proflinPpW in the process of complete
anization, and, thanks largely

up into_the millions. But on|Ridle entry into this’ work of the
basis it faces the conference py¥mited States Government, which
question of whether and howha@ jhitherto kept aloof, the main
establish machinery to deal witBuRstion now is whether the refu-
as it develops, that is, as or if ghe rwork shall be organized in the
potential refugees become aﬁ:mure predominantly inside or out-

! ue standpoint would be for the
dimgted States and Brazil to sit with
the Council on all questions regard-
efugees and drop the idea of

estimated on this broad basis,

refugees. sidejthe T eague.
The actual refugee problem|h ong the practical issues In=

been pared down by the conferpuckvgdladeIByRe: 4T EVIAN
1

for the purposes of this meeting.
existing and poterzitial refugees f14
Germany, including Austria.

Even so, it neairs 1,000,000 at ¢
lowest. Before the Nazi reign §
Jews in Germany and Aust
totaled about 800,000, and all the
must be counted as actual orn
tential refugees except those 'w
are already definitely settled lel
where—perhaps 115,000 of the i1
000 who it is estimated hav
ready left are definitely settle

Further deductions may be
by those who do not believe that;
Jews will be forced or even all wi
to leave Germany.

On the other hand, one need
add to the list the non-JeWISh re
gees from Germany and Austhy
who, it is estimated, total 10,09
15,000, including those who hav
ready left. Then one needs to
100, all those of mixed German
Jewish blood, for they are
spared by racism, and they ql
are estimated to number at |
1,000,000.

More Urgent Cases Stressed

It is evidently hard to get 4
from millions when one is cons
ing the refugees, but it can be
ijs being done by concentrating
the more urgent cases and on
problem of settling them in
homes.

Even so, the World Jewish
gress, in a memorandum submj
to the conference, estimates
task as ‘“‘nothing less than to
new homes for at least 200,00
300.000 Jews from Germany
Austria within the next few year

One can reduce the extent of ¥
problem still lower by figuring
on continuing pretty much o
basis of the past few years.
Adolf Hitler came to power
150,000 refugees nave actually
Germany, or about 30,000 a 3 AL R
To a good many delegates her Assoc d Press
practical problem is to kee T%am&”theameetﬂfglwre e'l. -
number down to 30,000 yearlyl being a continding bo oul

to continue to handle them. | 13£ cope‘..
tdvis 'work as the need arose.

The extent of the problem i
another angle comprises inWhether it would do so, however,

three things: First, pxovxdmg ighagloubtful in view of the strong
refugees with passport and qtBeitish desire to restrict the prob-
documents replacing the derml and in view of the Council’s at-
status they have lost; second, emude toward Italian refugees while
ally helping or allowing therhItaéy was in the Council and toward
settle in their homes, and thRdssian refugees since Russia en-
getting Germiany to let hemad the Council. ,
finance their forced migration withhe Council has the disadvantage
their own money. of ipcluding such other potential
The first point is the only Pé’ﬁl ee producers as Poland and
tha;t Ixtsa hl:rlxgmit:‘s:lte:;mtgli a:;: ania and exposing the refugee
cis ) - s W .
therthird point is of the gre g%x nrgnme to general political bar-
1
gg 2§Ll,;alw]hn;r’;l° tt;ir;ces e;:io;his con— ause of the financial guestion,
fined. 1rlr;m dlal.;ef reftugee work depetx;;di
. above all for its success on contac
Attitude of the U. S. with| Germany, which the League
Proposals to meet aI_I these nesp ndieapped in making. -
tions are ;;;’n"l"m:l‘mfmigm:“ "Pinally, the United States, which
o e Ppr 'y P w the mainspring in the pro-

mechnism—whether to tackle ﬁ ﬁ]
inside or outside the League o ee movement, would seem to
a weaker tactical position to

tions and on a broader or narr )
scale. One may divide them the refugees through the
the same lines into American| Xfague than outside it.

British proposals. . » Oth;r Basic Questions

1%

The United States would haygyijle the Evian meeting discusses

the present Inté&rgovernmental ¢ i
mittee here of thirty-two natidnse i iminary problem of mech-

from which, it is important to
all actual or potential 1efuge

Elsﬁn there await, of course, the
c concrete gquestions of where
ducing countries are excluded‘gb 3how to settle more refugees
come a permanent body meeths 1 Germany and of how to get
regularly. in  Paris and eqmp%@ﬁlm to let them take their money
with a permanent secxetarlat*w‘th* them to finance ‘their migra-
The United States insists thaift‘ﬁg‘i

committee shall concexn' its Eover nment has yvet made here
with all refugees wherever gové&h¥ important proposals in this do-
mental intolerance shali havei@&ll} except the American one to
ated & refugee probleni,” thoué‘hoi confidential information
is willing to have the present|feem recennng ‘countries. regat‘dmg
sion deal directly only thhl ﬂhat refugees they could admlt.
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