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Welcomel tol Yout! Leader’sl Guide!

If'you drel teadingf this, you havel probably agreed tolhost ot lead a Tu B’Shvati seder for the[Treeslof
Reconciliation/ Campaign.[Thank youl!

Inlthis guide, youlwill find backgroundinformationlonlthe holiday, ¢hecklistsltol makel planning and
leading/ thel ¢évent easier, ideas forl aking your seder the political évent of thelyear, and information
onlgathering pledges and building/ support for thel campaign.

Thislguide'isld supplement tolthe haggadahlavailablel forf downloading onl ourweblsite. While the
haggadah! containslall of the  readings andlblessings, inl this guidel youlwill alsol find discussion
questions.ortideas for ¢achlof thel four sections. These were ¢reated tolallowed d deeperi éxperience
for thelparticipants by encouraging peoplel toltecall and shareltheirl good memories about trees, to
givelimmediatelvoicelto concernsiand questions, and to plan dut Toud togethetrt howlto move
forward [Most seders will hot have time forf all of thel questions tolbelasked and fully answered, so
you’llwant folpicki those thatlmakel the mosti sense for yourl community.

If'you havelanylquestions,[pleaselllet us know.[Welwant to knowl dboutl yourl éxperiencelising these
tools,[and will askl youltol participatelinl albrief surveylafter thel évent.

Thanks![Welhopelyourtseder isl¢asy to host, d pleasure tollead [and meaningful for all involved.

Hannahl[$chwarzschild
hannahesq@gmail.com

ElliottlbatTzedek
battzedekjvp@gmail.com

JewishlVoicelfor Peace/Philadelphia


mailto:hannahesq@gmail.com
mailto:battzedekjvp@gmail.com

Background

We'dlike toltell you d bitabout thislseder andlhowtitl wasldeveloped.

What most of iislwho've evert been tola T'u B'Shvati sedet havel experiencedlisla more ot less
Kabbalistic[titual marking theunityl of the "fourlworlds" Il drinking/ cupslof ted and whitelwine
intermixed, ¢atingl ¢combinations.of hutsand fruits.withlhard ot soft insides o dutsides,listeningf to
readingslabout thel four ¢elements (earth | fire[water/air) [ and howt these telatel tol fourl different kinds
of thoughtfulnessand action inl the world.

However, this s not thelonlylkind of Tu B'Shvat celebrationlin Jewishltradition.[During the eral of
thd Mishnahl thel tabbislmarked Tu B'Shvatlas 4 tax/ dayl for trees, before whichlall produce was
allocated tolthelyear before/and after whichl all producelsvas taxed during/ the following year. This
datelmattered/becauselall wholowned gardenslwvere tequired tolset aside a portion o f their harvest
for thelbenefit of thel poor andlandless. Thislmarking ofl thel holiday as d facet of tikkurn dlaniwas
unknownlinl Torah [and(its ¢stablishment as suchlwas verylmuchlanlact of social and ¢conomic
justice.

The Tu B'Shvatl seder ofl thel Kabbalistsiwas eéntirelyta mystical ¢xperience, part of 4 set oflyear long
rituals designed tol tepaitl the devastation wrought when humanslwerel originally expelled from/ the
Gardenlofl Eden/Thisl seder[&vas, inlits. dwnléra/also completely newlin thelsvorld, proposing a
cosmic tikkun dlaniinknownltolthe tabbinical tradition o1l tol ¢arlier Kabbalists.

With thelcoming{ o fl Zionism [ T'u B'Shvati waslagain/ teinvented, this timel as d fiationalist holiday
designedtollinkl diasporicl]ews tol the/ land that waslthen ¢called Palestine [[Thisl ¢elebration[wwas,
again/al¢completely hewiwayl tolmarki theldate, and itthorrowed heavily from Europeanl ¢ultural tites
celebrating{spring and Mayt Day.[Songsland games_ for ¢hildren werel ¢composed, and all families were
encouragedtol golto thelland, picnic,/and plant treeslto makelthe desert bloom.

Foroutlmarking 6f Tu B'Shvat asJewslopposed.tol thelIsraeli Occupation of Palestine [welhave
joinedthelJewishl fradition ofl tel making theltradition.[IOur seder is built dbnl entirelylhew symbols,
linked,[as waslthel original [tolvalues of social and ¢conomicjustice.[The binding metaphor ofldur
sedertis that of thel¢yclelof theloliveltreellllthelseed, thelbloom, the fruit/and the harvest.



These foutlpartslof ourtseder éxplorelwhat! treeshavel meant in Jewish historyl throughout the
centuries and in particulat in[ Isracl Palestine [[lIn/!Seeds"wel givel somelbackgroundlinto the tich
placelofltrees inl generations of Jewishl thought.[ln "Blooms,"Wwelconsider the dreams of thoselsvho
wanted to buildlahomeland,/and wholgathered pennies for this purposelin small bluelboxes for the
Jewish[National Fund.[Wel thenlexamine! thel "Fruit" of theselblooms s wel eéxplore thelyvays that
trees planted in/Israel ¢cameltolServeldsl placelholders for thel Jewishl peoplelinlal tragicallyl ¢contested
land.TAs thesel frees werel planted, other! trees that grewt onl that land for hundredsiand hundredsiof
years were lbeinguprootediasipart of thel violent struggle fort this territory.[Finally[in THarvest,"we
considerlwhati wel canlgleanl fromlwhatlwel havellearned,land whatlSeeds welvant to plant forld more
just future.

Solwhyldolthis learning{as d seder/and not just send thelinfoland askl for donations-Becauseld
seder is al titual that makeslanlideal tangible.[lOnPassover,weliiselall ofl dur senses tol transformld
tripltol theldinner table/intola journeylof liberation/[WWe ¢at horseradishlin/ ordert tol really! faste the
bitterness of slavery; wel drinki winel tol éxperiencelinl our bodies thel giddinesslof freedom/[Wel tetell
thelstorylof the exodus from Egypt solthat we havelwords tolunderstand these sensations.withlour
minds and hearts.

Thelintention o6fthislTuB'Shvat seder [1oo [isfoltnake anlideavisceral dAnd ¢oncrete [Thelidealis
this:[that thel beautiful dreaml of 'greening thel desert,"which was suchlal ¢entral part 6f thel Zionist
visionl fori settlement by Jewslin[ Palestinel throughout the Twentiethl Century,/had what Uri Avnery
has_¢alled al darki sidelnotl tegistered in Zionist_ ¢consciousness."[That dark sidelwas, and temains,
thelappropriation o f land from(nativePalestinians [Tdestruction of livelihoods and o f theléconomy
of thelcommunity,luprooting ofl ancient drchards and trees in' 4 falsel quest for 'security," and
damagelto thelécolsystemlof Israel Palestine. [Welwill ¢comel together on Januaryl 21 tolacknowledge
thelharms donelto thel trees and ol beginl thelpainful processiofl tepairing thel damage, ¢venlas.we
celebrate thel tole that tepaitllll#&&usn olam lcan playtin healing duriworld and durl telationshipsiwith
outlneighbors.

Howtare wel planning tol tepaitl theldamage?[lInl threeldifferentbutllinked ways.[First, the Tu
B'Shvat'seder will Taunchlthe Trees of Reconciliation projectias part o f thelSwords Into

Ploughshares ¢campaign of Jewish[Voicel forl Peace, taising/ funds forl teplanting{ ofl dlivel trees in the
Westi Bank throughlthe/Palestinel Fairl Tradel Association.[ISecond, thel seder will allow s toljoin
withlother Jewsland dctivists byt taking{al deeplooklat thel historyland tealitylof what trees have
meantin/Israel Palestinelas a kind of t'shuvahl (turning) for ourselvesand ourlcommunities. [Third,
and perhapsimost important,welhopelthe sederdand the Trees df Reconciliationworklwill helplspark
important ¢onversations both withinland outside the Jewishlcommunityldbout/thelOccupation,[the
economid and political devastation of Palestine,[and thel tole  thatl Jews [Iparticularly U.S. Jewsl[ll¢can
and must beginl tolplay'inlthe processlof bringinglaboutlanlénd tol thelOccupation and peace
betweenlIsraeli Jewsland Palestinians.



Beforel Thel Seder

[Planning/ The Event

Youri sedet may beld largeland publiclevent[llbut it doesn't havel tolbe. [Small groups.gathered
aroundla singleltablelareljustimportant,/and thelintimacy of d small ¢vent ¢an createlaldeepllearning
experience[Youjust need d date, time andlocation onel trip tol the supermarket,/and d copy of the
haggadah! for ¢achlguest.[[Usingl the'haggadah,[a few simplelideas. fromlthis guide, and plates with
fruits'and nuts,/you canl éasilylnavigatel throughl thel sederland ¢reate al successful event.

Some of thel planning{ideasbelowl dssumelanl évent of more thanljusta fewt people/dnd these hints
areldesigned tolhelp managellargerlnumbers.

Announcing your Event

Uffyour sederlis public, youlwill swant! tolinvitel folksl several weekslinladvance. Send a 'savel the date”
noticelwith/basiclinformation'dbout the/ sederfas soonlas you haveld date and time.

{flyoularelwilling tolhavelyouri seder bel open! tolthe public,pleaselcontact Hannahlor Elliott solit
canlposted onl thelwebsite.

(Whenyoulhaveld locationland other specificlinformation,/send yourlinvitations Remember tolask
for RSVPs[ AtJVPPhiladelphia,we’veldesigned anlinvitation usingf the freel software from
www.evite.com.[Ifl you’d likel tol see d sample | orl get helpltolmakelyour own, pleaselask.

Recruiting Help

Recruiti volunteers forlshopping, preparation, and cleanl ip [l you'll need tol tent tables ot ¢hairs,
remember! foltecruit 4 volunteer! tol pick' themliipland return them.

Appointld song leader if you ¢an, aslthelsinging flows muchlmorelsmoothly,/andlisimore ¢njoyable,
ifithelgrouplhas one clear! personl tol follow. Y ou’ll find sound. files o f the seder’s songs on our
websitd at{Thttp:/ /www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/publish /article_935.shtml.


http://www.evite.com.
http://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/publish/article_935.shtml.

Recruit thel person[wholwill belasking! forl pledgeslof treesland tracking thel pledges. More
informationlonl thislwill bel coming{ soon, butl thel basiclworklwill bel gathering names for thel pledge
database, collecting{ any pledges withl ¢checks o1l ¢ash made that night,/and conveying thelinformation
toJ VP for followt up.

Welhavelfound, throughmanyt different sedersiand groups, that' thel ¢évent flows.more smoothly if
somelofl the  teadingslarelassignedlin’advanceltolpeople willing tolbrieflyl tehearse them beforehand.
(Thislis ¢speciallyt truelof poems, ot passages withl Hebrewt ot Arabicphrases ot names.[Some of
these teadingsl¢arrylémotional oripolitical charge, and peoplelswhol simplyllaunchlintoldnelwithout
knowing/its ¢content canlalsolbel taken aback, or thrown off guard.)[Considerl assigning atlleast Some
of thelhumbered passages inladvance [ Thislis al great tolel forl chapter membersliflyoulare[hosting 4
larger o1 publiclseder.

Shoppingland Prep

Using thelshopping list onl theweblsite| gather the food, drink,and supplies.

Thelseder! will flow muchmorelsmoothlytif the foods arelpreparedinladvanceland are teadyl to
serve.Preparelone tray withlthe listed foods for ¢achl of the fourlsections,[soltheyt ¢anlbelbrought
out quickly.

Y oulmight alsolant tolhave bowls of nutslor dried fruitsionl thel tablelforl guests to snacklon
throughout thelévent.

If'youdrelServing a meal at thelend ofl the évent/ havelthe food in ¢containers teady to bel served
beforelyoulbegin.



Leading the Seder

Thelmainl rolelof thel sederlleadertis tolshepherd the evening[lliget folks started onl time, keep the
eventlmoving/ anticipate. upcoming sections, and be a tesource for questionslor morelinformation
(youw'lLfind d bibliographytin'thelbackl of thislguide).

Thelleadert should dolott find'someonelto do  thel followingf things:

* Welcomel guests

* Introduce thelevent and Jewish[ Voicelfori Peace

* Answerlquestions, éspecially about the/ Trees of Reconciliation Campaign

If thel discussion questionslarelused, thelleader! shouldlintroducelthemland set timellimits. Y oulwill
want to decidelin' advancelhow! thel discussionslwill happen[Ilin thelswholel group, ot in pairs o small
groups.[Y ou ightialsoldskl people to teflect silentlylonl dnelquestion, then toldiscussianother.[That
theldiscussionsthappenlis'morelimportant than howl ot thanWwhatlislsaid [Tbeing ablelto givel voice
tolpersonal éxperiencelortol teflect onl questionslabout newlinformation are vital parts.ofl effective
adultlearning experiences. Thelsederlasks/that participants/listentolandlabsorblinformation/some
of.which/ might ¢hallengeldeeplytheld perceptions; the ¢chance tol Italk back’ will help telievelany
tension, and givel guests.and visitors.a ¢hancel tolget tol knowlyourl community.

Thelsederis designed withl twolkindslofl information[llparagraphsithat introduceldnd ¢loseleach
section,/and numbered feadings that sharelinformationlorianalysis. LLeaders_canl tead thelintroductory
information, orfaskl forl others toldolso/lIf youlare using thel Hebrew! blessings, they will flow.more
smoothlylif éach'has onel ¢clearlleader[wholis.¢comfortablelwith' thelHebrew.

If'you prefer doing thelsederlin almore secular way, youl¢an dbviously skipl thelblessingsland just.do
thelteadings/in English.



Part One:d Thel Seed o

Thelgoal 0f this section(is tolintroduce thelimportant tole treesthave played

inlJewishl thought in many! different éras.[This section alsolcreates the

setting tol make strong/ positivelconnections to dutl fraditions and ¢ultural values, important because
thelSections ofl thelsedertabout how! Zionismland the Statelof Israel havel treated Palestinians ¢an/be
emotionally challenging [[lPeoplel¢an’t' bel motivated tolact forf social change,forl justice from a place
of shamelori silence,Solitlis important tolaffirmwhat islpositivelabout ourlidentification withl our
Jewishl hess aslwel discuss_the effect off Israel as'al Jewishl state onl thel Palestinians.

Forinonl Jews leading ot participating/inl this[seder, thislsectionlis vital tol ¢reatingl anl énvironment
thatlseparates ¢riticismlof Zionismland of thelthe! Statelof Israel froml thelentiretyl ofl Jewishlhistory
and. culture.

Thelsources quoted ¢coverd timelspan  of thousands o fl years, from verses tecorded in/ the/ Torahlto
contemporary Israeli poetIDanny Siegel.

Welsuggestl having! thel first plate ofl fruitsland cupsforjuicelonl thel tablelat thelstart of thelseder.
Explainlthat thelfoods should not'beléatenuntil thelblessings'happen afterithe teading.

If'you want tolinvitel discussionlinl this'section, wel suggest pausing betweenl ¢ating thel foodand
singing{ Etzl Chayim[ Hi.['Y oulmight askl participants_tolsilently tecall, or discuss.withlonelother
person/ positiveimemories they havelof trees, ot fo teflect on what they haveljustheard/read.[ln
orderlto keepimomentumlfor thelévent, thisldiscussion should be nolmorelthanld fewlminutes.

At thelendlof thislsection, ¢leatl thelplatter /s and bring the food for thelsecond section toltheltable.
If you havelbowls of nuts or fruit for people tolsnacklon, place these on thel tablelas well.



Part Two: The Blossom

Thelgoal 0f this sectionis tol tnakelspace tolhonoti theldream of greening/ the n
deserttand tedeeming the land.[Tol those o f uswholdreated thel seder, il is

important that participants_belableltolmakeld ¢connection betweenl their
positiveléxperiencelgiving money tolhelplIsrael 4s ¢hildren andlwhat they  ¢anl doltolhelplIsracl how.
Welivant tol teachlthel truthlabout thel éffect! of Jewish National Fund policies, but inldway! that' does
not blameléveryonelwholshared d beautiful dream.

If'you happen!tolhave d blue boxl o JNF.donor ¢ertificates, bring theselto thelseder and place/them
onlthel table/ during/ this/section.

If'you knowt that sSomel o f your participants.may have!littled o1 nolknowledgelabout! the timeline for
thelfounding of thelStatelofl Israel/youlmight tolintroducel this section withld very briefldverview of
importantmilestones:

1897 first Zionistl Congress_held in(Basel Switzerland

1901Jewish National Fundlis ¢reated and soon beginsl tolpurchaselland for Jews inPalestine
19171 ThelBalfour Declaration opensl theldoor forlimited Jewish settlement in[ Palestine. The
Zionist movement buildsLonl this'and. continuespolitical and military  struggleltol ¢createlalJewish
homeland.

1948IIThel Statelofl Israelis ¢reated after thel United Nations votes tolpartition[thel land o f Palestine;
andland ¢onfiscated inl thelfighting that followslis fransferred froml thel Stateltol the JNF for
Jewishlonlyluseldnd settlement.

1967 nl the Fsix_ day’ war, Israel defeats. Arablarmies and begins thelmilitary.Occupation of the
Sinai Peninsula, thel West Banklof thel Jordan/River, East Jerusalemthe. Golan Heights and the/Gaza
Strip.

If youwant tolincludel discussionlin' this section, pauselafter the final teadingland before thelline
beginning YWe honortthehopesiand goodlintentions” that introduces the food tolbe ¢aten.Invite
participants_tol turn andltalklin pairslorl sSmall groups.about anylmemories_ they havelabout JNF, the
blueboxes, orvisiting JNF forests in/ Israel. [Thisl discussionl ¢anlbelquite/brief, and should notlbe
morel than'4d few minutes,/as/ the next section of thelsederlis the Tongesttand mostidifficult.

If'you havel¢communitylmemberslorfseder participants.wholarellikely to bel highlyt ¢ritical off the JNTF,
youlmight want tol pairl them upl forl this discussion, solthat peoplelwithlpositivelmemories are
allowed tolexpress them without ¢hallengelinl thissection.

Afteri thelblessings and ¢ating/ ¢lear thel plattersand bring out traysiwith bittersweet fruits for the
next section.



Part Three: Thel Fruit O O

@),

Thislsectionl takes on  thel difficult question  of theleffect of Jewishldreams and
the[JNF on[Palestinianl¢communities'and the Tanditself.[Thelsections

intentionally jumplacross_time/ fromlpre. 1948 until today, tolshow! theléffect of the continuitylof
policies ofl temoving Palestinians froml theirt land in/ favor o f Jewishl onlytsettlements,which
continuesl today'in/ the. Occupied Territories but dlsolin/ Palestinian communitieslin[Israel.

Weléxpect thatl Some participants mayl find theselpiecesl¢hallenging.[Welsuggest slowing down the
pacelhere/évenlthoughlitlis longesti section, and leaving timel between ¢achl teading for words and
ideas tolsink'in.

If'you haveld songleader, oneloptionlis tolhave people quietlythum o1t sing ¥Lolyisalgoy” forlone or
twoltepetitions betweenlévery third or fourthl teading. Thislwill nake! this' sectionlonger, but ¢can
provide teleasel from ¢motional tensionlif your participants.will find thelinformationlinl this section
particularlyl difficult.

Forithis part of thelseder/inviting peopleltoltalklbackiis probablylthe.most important, butiis also the
mosttlikely tol be 4l site for challenges. Whenlpeople éncounterlinformationl that ¢challenges their
senselof whatlisltight o1 truelin thelworld,[theyl ¢anl tespond by shuttingl downl ot byl becominglupset
Thereforel the framing of thelinvited tesponselis quitelimportant,asiit ¢an ¢hannel thelémotional
powerlbehind thelconfusionlor anger intoldlpositiveldirection.

Welsuggest pausing afterl thel final teading/ thelpoem by Julial Vinograd [Ask people tolstoplto
considerthow! they ¢achlbalance truths that arelin ¢conflict withldbnelanotherlThow dolthey holdin
theirtheads andhearts bothlthel Jewishlstoryland the[Palestinian story? This fime for quiet thinking
islalsoldesigned tol helplanyonewholisipset calmdownlbeforelbeginningf to talk [ After peoplehave
had a few mmomentslto gather! theirl thoughts, havelthem turn andlsharel theirlStrategies forldealing
with difficult information.

Belprepared folintervene (gently)lin anyt difficult situations by walking tol ¢achltable tol tel directiany
conversations_thatt sliplinto.debating thel “facts.”[If youlare hosting d largel event, makelsure éach
tablelhas onelperson youlknowt tolbeld good facilitator, and prepare them! for being teady tolsteplin
atthis[section.

Uselthelsingingl 0f Lo Yisa Goyll(or Patt Humphries’ Peace, Salaam,Shalom) to build energy; people
knowl this'songand most have positive.émotional tesponsesltolit, solsing loudland long. This will
set thel stagel fort moving/intol thelfinal section.



Part Four:! The Harvest

Thislsection bf the seder! 1 thel ¢all tolaction; it introduces thel Trees o f
Reconciliation/ ¢ampaignlspecifically,/but alsolposes thellarger question of

what wel ¢arryl from(thel past andwhat! wel plant for thel future.

Thel¢horeography of this sectionlislallittlel different! from! thel first three,/and d bittmore complicated.
Welsuggestl thisorder:

1.
2.

3.

= 00 oo

dolthelteadings throughliumber three.

introducel the campaignland makel the pledge! pitch[using thelwordslinlthe haggadahl o the
extendedlversion below

make!surelthel foodslarelonl the table,including seeds, and thatl ¢éveryonelhas 4 glass' oflwater! for
thelblessing.

make! thelblessing for beginnings dand ¢at thel seeds

singl of speakl the blessing forf water and drink thelwvater
speakiboth/blessings!for thelother foods, then ¢at them

givelpeoplelal fewt minutes tol passiand éat

continuelwith thelteadings

invite everyoneltolsay the closingblessing aloud togethet! (all peopleldrelchosen/allland is holy)

. Sing OdYavolandl¢lose.[lf yoularelserving al meal [invite thelpeopleswwholdrelStayingf tol stand,

stretch,[takeld break, étc,/whilel tables are ¢leared and food istbrought out.

Forireading #3 [thel Amichai poem/iflyou havelSomeonelswhol¢anl tead it fluentlylin' Hebrew, please
feel freeltol offer it in bothllanguages.

Thelsong Bruchahlat éyn mayiml[ ¢chayim’¢anlbeltead as blessing ot sung/[Y ouw’ll find a sound| file
ofl thislsonglon the tesource weblsite XX XXXXX

Outisuggestionlis tolnot have a discussion  questionlinlthis section,[as peoplelwill seelthelend ¢coming
andbel testless.[[Y oulmightwant tolhaveld short Q&Alperiod around asking forldonations [if this
feelsldppropriatelinlyourl gathering.



MorelIdeas/for Introducing the/Campaign

Welarelhoping thati all 6f ourlseder hosts ¢anlmakeld fundraising pushl for the Trees of
Reconciliation project. Since el know! that peoplelhavelwidelylvarying comfortllevelslasking for
donations, wel suggestl tecruiting{ 4’ shamelessland  enthusiastic fundraiser for this task.

Thelhaggadahl ¢ontainslal few paragraphslabout thel¢campaign;[your fundraiser might alsolwantl to
read from ot paraphraselthe/additional informationbelow.

‘Throughl"Trees of Reconciliation,"JVPlintends to donatel 3,000 olivelsaplings to
Palestinian farmers for planting/inl thelcoming/ year.

[Aslyounowlknow, the olivel¢roplisian ¢ssential cornerstonel of thel Palestinian
economy.[Bincelthebeginning of thelSecond Intifada, theluprooting ofimorelthan
700,000 0live trees byt thel Israeli Defensel Forcesl tolmake way forl illegal settlements
and thel Apartheid Wall haswreakedlincalculableldamage onlthe onlylsourcelof
livelihood! fort thousandslofl Palestinian! families living{ iindert O ccupation.[Destroying
of trees haslotherl consequenceslasiwellsinceunder O ttomanllaw,

whichistill appliesin’ thelWestl Bank,/Tand not ¢ultivated for threel years ¢an(bellegally
confiscated byt thel Israeligovernment.

Treeshavellong served political purposes, both symbolic.and practical,in the
struggle/ fortland and tesourceslin/Israel Palestine.[Fromlthe  ¢arly daysofl thellast
century,theJewish National Fundl¢ollected penniesiin'its(BluelBox ¢campaigns,
particulatlylin the[U.S.[and EuropeanJewish ¢communities [ to plant trees to "'make
theldesert bloom"[and thus"Redeem/thel Holy Land."Inl fact/ the millions taised by
the JNH tarelyl purchased land /butlinstead supported demolitionlof hundreds.of
Palestinianl villages and the planting of énvironmentallyldisastrous pine forests.in an
ecolsystem whereltheyldid notlbelong.[Modaylin many of the JNF forests that
tourists visit'inl Israel thel tuins o flvillagesdestroyed by the IDFin thel1940s and 50s
arelstill visible.[Despitel the best intentionslof dll thoselwholdonated tol'green the
desert"[overthelyears,thelplanting of thoseltreesiwaslan environmental,économic
and/psychological disaster for thelfellahin whosel familieslhad farmed thesellandslfor

centutries.

1



Workingf throughl thelPalestine/ Fair Tradel Association, JVPwill purchaselolive
saplingslfor plantinglin the Jeninl Nablusl Salfit! triangle. ofl thel Occupied West Bank.
While[3,000 trees isLonly d tiny! beginning [ the. symbolism’ of suchlanl ¢ffortwill be
powerful bothl tol Palestiniansland withinlthel progressivelJewishl community in the
United States. [Tt also provides possibilities for meaningful ¢conversation withlothers
inlour. communities about thel tealities of lifel forl Palestiniansliving under thel Israeli
occupation/and thelmoral tesponsibility. of U.S.Jews in/ thel¢urrent ¢risis.

Each'$20 pledge. you make tonightwill plant threel olivelsaplings on[Fait Tradel farms
in[Palestine. Iflyoularelsolmoved, welask that youl takelpledgel formsland  talklwith
other peoplelinyourt communities about joiningf this.campaign.

Givenlthelénormitylofl the problem of peaceldndlteconciliationlbetween Israeli Jews
and Palestinians it is oftenl difficult forl iis as activists_tol find ¢oncretel stepswel can
takel thatlwill makelany! teal difference.IThe planting 613,000 oliveltrees by U.S.[Jews
on[Palestinian farms{will hotsolve  thel ¢risis, butl thel symbolismlislundeniable[and
3,000 saplings do makel a teal differenceltol teal people ’on thelground."

Pleaseljoin/us![Beforel youlleave tonight, ¢itherl akeld donation of $20for Bl trees
(of $40 for 6L trees, or $80 fort 12 trees...)[[lor takeld pledgel formland ¢committ to
helping s taisel pledges toward ourl 3000 _tree goal.
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Afteri thel Seder

Althoughlwelknow! that ot évery guest will want toladd theirl hameland éemail addressltol thel Trees
of Reconciliation/ ¢ampaignllist,[pleasel éncouragel folks tol signluip, asiwelarel consciouslylbuilding 4
broad ¢campaign [1f people feel theyl¢an’t pledgelat the time, encouragel theml tol takeld pledge form.
Inlanyl¢ase/we hopel to havelallist o f the namesland ¢mailladdresses of all thel guestsiswholdttended
youti seder.

Welwill belmailing ¢achlsederi leaderla largel prel addressed énvelopelin whichl pledges and attendee
lists(should be teturned.[Welhopelat the end of ¢achlseder folcomelaway withl the following:

e alist of attendees including éemail and homeladdresses

e dlistt of pledges,including email and homeladdresses, Wwith ¢checks (madeloutl tolJVP) attached

e registration forms for collecting pledges/in 2008

[Pleaselmail theselbacki tolJVPlinl thelénvelope provided nolater than Januaryl31.[MThanks!

Alfew! days after thelseder welwill belsending dutla briefldnline surveyltolgather your ideasiand
feedbackiabout thelseder/haggadah,[and campaign./This sederlis the first part 6f d multil year
campaign [solyour éxperiences, feedbackland ideas arelimportant tolus.
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Resources! for Furthet Learning

History Overview

Khalidi,/Rashid. Thd Irorn Cage:I'Thd S tory of thd_Palestinian S trugglé_fort 8 tatehood![Beacon Press, 2000.
Morris/Benny. Righteous Victims{IUA History of the Zionist Arall Conflict/ 18812001 [IVintage, 1999.
Pappe lan. AlHistory of Modern Palestine: 10nd Land) Twd PeoplesICambridge University Press, 2004.
Said/Edward. Thd Question of Palestine IV intage Books/[1979.

Shlaim [ Avi. Thd Iron Wallillsrael and thé Arall World [NV W[ Nortonland Co.,2001.

Tolan,/Sandy. Thed Lemon Tree/IBloomsbury Press, 2006.

[Jewish/ National Fund
"Avnery, Uri/TAbolishlthe JNF.[Thttp://www.zmag.org/ content/showarticle.cfmrItemID=12642

Blouground/IDavid [[The Jewish National Fund/[IPolicy! paper, Institutelfor Advanced Strategicland
Political Studies (2001).[Thttp:/ /www.iasps.org/policystudies/ps49.pdf

Ha'aretz Editorial ["Who Needs the JNF?"[[[(Septembet 24, 2007) [swwww.icahd.org/eng/news.asp?

Morris/Benny.["Yosef Weitz and the Transferl Committees,[1948 49" and Y osef Nachmani and
thel ArablQuestion,"lin 7948 and After:[srael and the Palestinians (revised edition[1994).

"Protesting theJNF"Thttp://stopthewall.org/wotldwideactivism/1577.shtml

1948 expulsions, destructionl of villages_ and thelNaqbal (catastrophe)

Pappe,lan. Thd Ethnid Cleansing of Palestine IOneWorld Publications, 2006.
Segev/Tom. 71949:1Thd First IsraelisIOwI Books, 1986.

(Zochrotlliwww.zochrot.orgIsraelil NGOLsitelwith.maps andlinformationlabout  specific villages
thatwerelemptiedland/otfdestroyed.

Lists_of destroyed.villages:{[swww.palestineremembered.com


http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?ItemID=12642
http://www.iasps.org/policystudies/ps49.pdf
http://www.icahd.org/eng/news.asp?
http://stopthewall.org/worldwideactivism/1577.shtml
http://www.zochrot.org
http://www.palestineremembered.com
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1967 and the[Occupation_ of the/ West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem

Bennis, Phyllis. Understanding the_Palestinian Israeli Conflict: A Primer Olive[Branch[Press[2007.

Iff Americans/Knew:! What Every. American Needsl to. Knowt About Israel Palestine.
http://www.ifamericansknew.org/media/sides.html

Segev, Tom. 1967 lsrael thé War| and the Y ear that Transformed thé Middld East/IMetropolitanlBooks,
2007.

Weizman, Eyal. Hollow Land:{lsrael's Architecture_of Occupation N erso[2007.

[Electronid Intifada:[fvww.electronicintifada.net

[Olivel Treesl and Environmental Issues

Cohen[Shaul. Thd Politics of Plantingi Israeli Palestinian Competition fort Control of Land in_thd Jernsalem
Periphery/lUniversityloff Chicagol Press, 1993

[Kankar|Sonia.["Rooted Like anl Olive Tree."

http://desertpeace.blogspot.com/2007/09/ palestinel tooted like olivel tree.html

Tal[ Alon. Pollution_in i Promised 1and AW Environmental History_of Israe/[lUniversity of California
Press,[2002.

Lwww.bustan.org (Israeli Environmental NGO)

www.palestinefairtrade.org

http://imeu.net/news/printer006919.shtml (Institute fort Middle[East Understanding)

Tu/ B'Shvat

Elon, Ari/Naomi Mara Hyman & ArthurlWaskow. [Trees Earthl and Torah:1JA T4 B'S hvat Anthology.
JewishlPublication$ociety, 2000.

www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Tu_Bishvat/


http://www.ifamericansknew.org/media/sides.html
http://www.electronicintifada.net
http://desertpeace.blogspot.com/2007/09/palestine-rooted-like-olive-tree.html
http://www.bustan.org
http://www.palestinefairtrade.org
http://imeu.net/news/printer006919.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Tu_Bishvat/
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Progressive Jewishl Voices on Zionisml and thelOccupation

Ellis/ Mard H. Israel and Palestine:1Out of the A shes [Pluto Press/2002.
Finkelstein, Normanl G. Iwaged and Reality of the Israel Palestind Conflict12d éd. [ Verso,2003.

[Kushner, Tonyland AlisalSolomon! (eds.). Wrestling With Zion:[Progressive_Jewish Responses td_the
Israeli Palestinian Conflict. Grove Press[2003.

[Schatz,/Adaml(ed.). Prophets Outcast: A Century of Dissident Jewish W riting About Lionisni_tind Israel.
Nation[Books/2004

Films

ThelIron Wall (http://www.theironwall.ps/)

Arna's Children (http:/ /www.arna.info/Arna/)

Palestinelis Still thelIssuel (http:/ /www.bullfrogfilms.com/ catalog/ pisi.html)

The Diaries of Yossef Nachmani ((http://www.firstrunfeatures.com/ theatrical_catalog4a.html)

Al'Nakba: ThelPalestinian/ Catastrophe 1948[[(http: / /www.arabfilm.com/item/2/)


http://www.theironwall.ps/
http://www.arna.info/Arna/
http://www.bullfrogfilms.com/catalog/pisi.html
http://www.arabfilm.com/item/2/

